
 
 
 

St John’s School, Kingston – Our Christian Vision and Values 
 
Over the past year we have been looking at what we stand for at St John’s and therefore looked 
closely at our School Vision Statement and Values.  After much reflection and consultation within 
our school community, we revised our vision statement and identified four of the Christian Values 
that embodied St John’s as a whole.  
 
What is different about a church school? 
 
At a church school: 

 The school ethos and policies are based on the values shown in the life and teaching of Jesus 
Christ (called ‘gospel values’ because we read about Jesus in the 4 gospels of the Bible).  

 The school gives a high priority to collective worship and nurturing the spirituality of all in 
the school community.  We have regular time for reflection and through exploring Bible 
stories and the Christian faith we help the children (and all in school) think about the person 
they want to become and the kind of world they want to live in.  We give space for children 
to wonder at the sacredness and mystery of life.  (We teach respect for all faiths and 
beliefs.)  

 The school is connected to a church community who it works closely with. 
 
Our Vision: 

Our vision is for our whole school community, through the love of God, to respect and understand 
the Christian values and the beliefs of others.   
We ensure that our children are happy, successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and 
achieve their full potential. 
Our Christian values will inspire our children to develop resilience and confidence. 
Our children will lead safe, healthy, caring and fulfilling lives, becoming responsible citizens who 
make positive contributions to society. 
 
Our school motto is ‘believe, inspire, achieve’.  
 
Our chosen Christian Values are: 

Respect, Honesty, Perseverance and Service. 

We promote all the gospel values (generosity, courage, compassion, trust, justice, peace, 
thankfulness, forgiveness, love, friendship, reverence, humility, hope, wisdom) at the school but we 
have chosen 4 as central to our Christian vision for the school.   
Thank you to the children, staff and parents who helped us choose these.  
 
These 4 values are particularly important to us because: 

 We want to be a school where everybody is included, valued and respected.  (respect) 

 We want to be a school where we build each other up and create a healthy, open, happy 
environment by speaking the truth to each other with compassion and kindness (honesty) 

 We want to be a school where if things get tough we don’t give up (perseverance) 

 We want to be a school that is outward looking to the needs of others (service) 
 



We want everyone is our school to flourish and to know ‘life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10).  
1) Respect 

 
Theological Background 
 
A Christian understanding of respect begins with respect for God who is good.   
God created the world and declared all that he created good (Genesis 1:31) so all created things 
have value and should be respected. 
God created human beings in his image (Genesis 1:27) so every person is uniquely precious and of 
value.   As every person is God’s unique creation (psalm 139: 14), they should be honoured and 
respected and celebrated for who they are.  
 
What is unique in the Christian faith is the incarnation.  The belief that God was born as a human 
being in the person of Jesus.  So Christianity has a high regard not just for human beings but for 
human bodies.   In the ascension, when Jesus returned to God 40 days after his resurrection, he 
didn’t shed his humanity but took it with him into the heart of God therefore elevating humanity. 
 
Jesus valued every person equally regardless of their status, gender, wealth or culture and he 
especially cared for those who were poor, in need or considered ‘outsiders’ by others.  
 
He taught that the two great commandments are to love God and to love your neighbour as 

yourself.  There are 3 aspects to this: respect and love for God, for others and for self.  

See also Barnabas in Schools material on respect.  
 
As a Christian school we seek to instill in our children self respect, respect for others and respect for 
the environment. 

 We explore the Christian teaching that we are all made in God’s image and uniquely 
precious.   

 We teach every child to honour who they are, to nurture themselves to be the best they can 
be and to treat themselves and others with respect and kindness.  

 We celebrate that we are all different with our own unique gifts and talents. 

 We actively seek to make sure everyone in our school is included and nobody is 
disadvantaged or discriminated against or treated differently because of their race, faith, 
wealth, gender or sexual orientation.  

 We work to create a culture of openness, kindness and respect, where we appreciate and are 
thankful for each other and the natural world, and where we consider each other’s opinions 
and feelings and value everyone’s contribution. 

 We encourage our children to learn more about other faiths and cultures and to celebrate 
the diversity of our society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2) Honesty 
 
Theological Background 

 
A Christian understanding of honesty begins with a recognition that God is honest. (Hebrews 6:18) 

Honesty is the 9th of the 10 commandments, the fundamental laws for living, given to Moses by 
God. 
 ‘Do not bear false witness’ Exodus 20:16.  'Do not tell lies about others' (Exodus 20:16, CEV).   
 
Jesus spoke a lot about truth:   
Jesus said to him ‘I am the way, and the truth and the life’.  John 14:6  
Jesus said ‘you will know the truth and the truth will set you free’  John 8:32 

Jesus wasn’t afraid to speak the truth to those in authority, to challenge structures that prioritized 

rules over human flourishing.    

Honesty must be motivated by love (Proverbs 19:22).  In being honest we should also be kind 
(Ephesians 4:15) 
 
The apostle Paul urged followers to speak the truth in love in order that they may become a more 
authentic expression of Christ’s body on earth. 
 
Promoting honesty seems particularly important in our current world today where people in 

positions of authority lie.   

See also Barnabas in Schools material on honesty.  
 
We want our school to be a safe place where we can trust each other.   We seek to teach our 

children to be honest with themselves and with others and to work for a more honest world.   

 We explore the Christian teaching that speaking the truth with compassion and kindness is 
how we encourage one another and build one another up and create a healthy environment 
that is loving and open and where people can flourish.  

 We teach our children to know the difference between right and wrong and importantly to 
have the courage to speak the truth and to do what is right.  

 We teach our children that honesty is central to relationships and friendships and to 
understand there are consequences to lying that impacts others and the wider world.   We 
explore with our children the importance of forgiveness and a fresh start. 

 We respect that a person’s understanding of truth and truthfulness will sometimes be 
influenced by their religious and cultural experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3) Perseverance 
 
Theological Background 
 
God never gives up on humanity despite our sinfulness (the mess we make of the world and the 

hurt we inflict on each other).  God’s love, mercy, faithfulness and righteousness endure forever. 

(Psalm 118, 136) 

Jesus’ life was about perseverance. Despite challenges, setbacks and opposition he never gave up 

on his mission to teach people about God’s kingdom and he was hopeful and loving even at the 

hardest times.   Jesus acts as a model of perseverance for believers. (2 Thess 3:5)  As do many other 

biblical figures. The Old Testament prophets never gave up telling people to change their ways and 

return to God even when they were ignored, ridiculed and persecuted.  The members of the early 

church persevered with their mission despite persecution, eg. St Paul who was persecuted, 

imprisoned and shipwrecked and yet kept going with his missionary work with joy and hope 

because he knew God was with him and loved him.   All these people persevered for ‘the sake of 

God’.     

The Bible shows clearly that life is a journey of ups and downs and is sometimes difficult and 

painful, but it is important not to give up in the face of adversity.   And perseverance and endurance 

are only possible where there is hope and that hope is based on God’s love and faithfulness. 

We are helped to persevere by the support of friends, family and the Christian community.  Even 

Jesus, for all his strength and ability to keep going, looked to his disciples to help and sustain him by 

watching and praying (Matthew 26) 

See also Barnabas in Schools material on perseverance.  
 
As a Christian school we are passionate about teaching our children to be people who don’t give up, 

so they can achieve their very best.   

 We explore the Christian teaching that God never gives up on us no matter what 
happens in our life or what we do.  God will always love us and help us and never 
leave us.  

 We teach our children to be resilient and to recognize that we all fail sometimes and 
when we do we need to pick ourselves up and keep going.  

 We promote the importance of being compassionate towards others facing 
difficulties. 

 We help our children to understand the value of doing things properly and sustainably 
rather than quickly.  

 We foster a culture of positivity and hope based on the Biblical examples of people 
like St Paul who persevered with joy even when persecuted 

 We celebrate contemporary as well as historical role models who have achieved their 
goals through persevering, even in the toughest circumstances.  

 

 

 

 

 



4) Service 
 

Theological Background 
 
Service is at the heart of the Christian faith.  Throughout his ministry Jesus gave of himself to meet 
the needs of others; by healing those who were sick mentally or physically, by forgiving sins, by 
bringing people back into society who had been excluded.  He always gave of himself to others even 
when he was tired.  We see his service to others most fully in his crucifixion, ‘giving his life for his 
friends’ (John 15:13).   
 
Jesus called himself a servant king (Mark 10:45).  In his parables, like the Good Samaritan, he taught 
his disciples to help those in need.   In the parable of the sheep and goats he said that in helping 
others we are serving Jesus himself.  (Matthew 25: 40) ‘Whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
 
At the last supper Jesus washed his disciples feet as a sign that they should serve each other. This 
was a job that the lowliest servant would usually perform and was a shocking way to explain the 
important of service to them.  
 
Service asks us to have an outward looking faith that seeks to build a better world.  Acts of service 
should be done with kindness and a recognition of the value of the other person as a child of God. 
As well as serving others Jesus taught his disciples to accept his service too.  It is important to 
appreciate and be thankful for the people who serve us, our parents, teachers and friends. 
 
See also the Christian Values 4 Schools material on service. 
 

As a Christian school, we seek to instil in our children a sense of service to others, to the wider 

community and to the world.  

 We explore the Christian teaching about the importance of actively caring for others 
especially those in need and even those we haven’t met.   

 We teach our children to be compassionate towards others, to recognize they have gifts that 
can be used for the benefit of others and that they can make a difference in the world by 
their actions. 

 We foster a culture in which serving one other and the wider community is celebrated and 
seen as important. 

 We regularly seek to raise money for charitable causes and look to find ways we can serve 
the wider community and those in need. For example our friendship with a school in Malawi 
and our choir singing at the Bradbury Day Centre for the elderly.  

 We teach our children to appreciate and be thankful for the service of others. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


