
 

 

 
     
 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
  
RETURN TO SCHOOL-SEPTEMBER 2020 

  
Thank you for your hard work, commitment and support to Home Learning during recent months.  We 

all acknowledge this has been a very difficult time with varying degrees of challenge along the way. 

We greatly appreciate your support and we are delighted that we shall be welcoming all Year groups 

back to school in September. I congratulate you on your children’s attitude to returning to school in 

whatever capacity these past weeks. It has been so long since we have all been together and we are 

keen to reacquaint ourselves with the children. The feedback from staff has been positive and I have 

enjoyed seeing all the children. We will be focussing on their wellbeing when they return to school in 

September. Years 1-6 will be starting back on Thursday 3rd September. New to Reception 

children have been sent a separate letter with an invitation time and date for ‘stay and play’  

(7th & 8th September) and staggered entry dates from 9th. Nursery have also been sent a 

separate letter with detailed information about school visits and start dates.        

Please do call the main office if you cannot remember your child’s start dates and/or check the FAQ’s 

on the school website. 

 

I wrote to you last week about our plans to reopen in full in line with the government announcement 

for schools.  We have used the guidance provided at this time to help plan how we can manage this 

safely. Taking into consideration the wellbeing of our children, the health and safety guidance 

provided and our own COVID-19 Risk Assessment, we have drawn up our plans for September and 

will be ensuring all necessary measures are put in place. 

 

We are working very hard at the moment on planning for our ‘Recovery Curriculum’. Our main focus 

will be on the well-being of your child and of course on re-establishing good learning behaviours. This 

will include maximizing the children’s learning opportunities. Staff will be receiving training from the 

Educational Psychology Service, and will be focusing on transition, PSHCE and well-being activities 

and tasks, guided by the Local Authority. We will be addressing the majority of the children’s fears but 

if you feel that there are specific concerns that your child is struggling with e.g. a bereavement, please 

let us know by email to admin@stjohns.rbksch.org outlining the specific circumstances. 

 
Our intention is that the school will run as normally as possible within the guidance given at this time. 

However, there will be a staggered entry and exit for school to minimise the potential pinch points. 

Parents/Carers or visitors will not be allowed on site. Only visitors who are essential to the provision 

of educational services will have permission to be onsite, and will have to follow our strict health and 

safety guidance drawn up from our School Covid-19 Risk Assessment. The class set up will be 

different with tables positioned so that all children face the front. This means children will be sat in 

rows. This will not affect the quality of their learning.  For the first half of autumn term, clubs will not be 

running. Our Breakfast and After School Club (Blue Bridge Buddies) will run as normal.  This will be 

held in the hall to ensure there is the best opportunity for social distancing.  Year groups will be 

allocated a table to minimise the mixing of bubble year groups. These children accessing this service 

will enter through the main entrance gate to the hall.  Children must be collected from the main gate. 

The letters for our wraparound care have already been sent out. Owl and Forest will continue as 

normal. 
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Uniform / Equipment  

All children will be required to wear their full St. John’s uniform. On the class PE days, the children 

should come in their P.E kit, which will be worn for the whole day. This will help to avoid unnecessary 

contact for the younger children, and to reduce the number of items brought in from home. Children 

may bring in their school bags or books bags (to hold the reading books/diaries and home 

assignments), named water bottle and lunch box. Please do not send children in with pencil cases or 

any other stationary.  

  

Breaks/ lunch 

All lunch times and break times will be staggered throughout the day, with children staying with their 

class ‘bubble’ for the majority of the day. Children will play in class ‘bubbles’ in an allocated zone on 

the playground or field.  If the weather is poor, they will remain in class. However, as class-sized 

bubbles are not always compatible with managing the practical logistics within the school, so we will 

continue to remind them to keep social distancing.  

 

The school will continue to provide meals for children in school through our catering service provider 

(ISS), and meals will be available free of charge where pupils meet the Free School Meal (FSM) or 

Universal Free School Meal eligibility criteria. Please order the school meals through ISS portal in the 

usual way.  However, we have asked for ISS to continue to provide a sandwich lunch so that it 

reduces the need for cutlery. We shall review this at half-term.  

 

All children will wash their hands prior to eating. We ask that each child brings in their own labelled 

water bottle. All the plans for re-opening schools are based on the expectation that families are 

complying with the wider COVID guidance such as only meeting outside in groups of up to six people 

from different households and following social distancing guidelines 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-

and-safesocial-distancing-after-4-july 

 

Drop off/Pick up 
The schedule below outlines the morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up times. This must be strictly 

adhered to in order for this to run smoothly for your child. This will mean saying ‘goodbye’ to your 

child at the entry point and sending them promptly into school. Lateness will have an impact on the 

other year groups, and therefore anyone that is late will be asked to wait until all other children are in. 

At each entry point there will be a member of staff, but there will not be an opportunity for discussion 

at that time. Messages for staff should be relayed by email or phone. We would like to ask parents of 

KS1/EYs children not to bring in scooters or bicycles for the time being until we have been able to 

evaluate the effectiveness of our entry/exit system.  

  
Autumn Organisation 2020           Morning Drop Off  (Children to enter through the entrances below) 

Time Blue Bridge House 
Gate 

Side Passage  
(near nursery) 

Carpark Gate Main Entrance 

8:45am  Year 6 Nursery Year 1  Year 2 

8:50am  Year 5 Year 4     

8:55am  Year 3   Reception   

  
  

End of Day Pick Up  (Children collected from entrances below) 

Time Blue Bridge House 
Gate 

Side Passage 
(near nursery) 

Carpark Gate Main Entrance 

3:00pm  Year 6   Year 1 Year 2 

3:05pm  Year 5 Year 4     

3:10pm  Year 3   Reception   

                                                                                 

  Drop Off: Side Passage Pick Up: Side Passage 

Morning Nursery 8:45am 11:45am 

Afternoon Nursery 12:30pm 3:30pm 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safesocial-distancing-after-4-july
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safesocial-distancing-after-4-july


Will I still be able to visit the school office? 
The office will remain closed unless an appointment is made. We request that parents contact the school 
office by telephone or email. 
 

Protective Measures 

We aim to create what the government has called a hierarchy of controls that, when implemented, 

creates an inherently safer system, where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially reduced. 

These include: 

 minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 

symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school. We 

encourage all parents who are sending their children in to follow these rules to ensure the safety of 

everyone. 

 cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water 

and soap and dry them thoroughly. 

 ensuring good respiratory hygiene - promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

 cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and bleach. 

 minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as 

classroom layout) and timetables (such as staggered break times). 

 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) including face coverings and face masks 

In line with what the Government has advised, we do not recommend the use of face masks for pupils and 

staff. However, as part of our risk assessment, some staff will be using face coverings where there is a risk 

of close social contact, such as intimate care for individual children. Face coverings or masks should not be 

worn in any circumstance as it may inadvertently increase the risk of transmission. 

 

PPE will only be needed in a very small number of cases including: 

 children whose care already routinely involves the use of PPE due to their intimate care needs 

should continue to receive their care in the same way. 

 if a child becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in the school and needs direct 

personal care until they can return home. A face mask will be worn by the supervising adult if a 

distance of 1 metre + cannot be maintained. If contact with the child or young person is necessary, 

then gloves, an apron and a face mask will be worn by the supervising adult. 

 

Attendance 
School attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. 

 

Thank you for your patience and understanding over the last few months. We are looking forward now to 

September with optimism and determination to provide excellent education and care for every one of our 

children. 

 
 

Yours sincerely,                                           
 
 Lynn Charlton 
 
Headteacher          Chair of Governors 

 
                                                            

  
  

 
 

 

    


