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GLOBAL NEIGHBOURS  

School Assessment Report 

School name St John’s CE Primary School, Kingston Upon Thames 

School Global Neighbour 

leader  

Corinne Singh Level awarded  Bronze  

Category Level Reasons for recommendation 

Please give detailed reasons why you have recommended this award level 

School 

leadership 

B There is a clear commitment to developing pupils’ global awareness and practical 

engagement in courageous advocacy. For example, Y3 and Y6 pupils have written 

to their MP on environmental issues. This is the practical impact of the leadership’s 

commitment and its future planning. The School’s Global Neighbours (GN) Action 

Plan places GN firmly on the staff agenda for next academic year by incorporating 

it into staff performance management measures. Under the teaching and learning 

section the school of this plan it makes reference to their journey to silver Rights 

Respecting School status, so GN sits well with that. The GN application is closely 

linked to the school’s Christian values. 

Teaching and 

learning 

S There are several convincing features of the opportunities available to pupils as the 

school moves forwards in its GN initiative. Good use is made of Christian Aid 

materials, particularly in planning collective worship in which the ‘Faith Group’ and 

School Council play a key role. The curriculum is underlined by a global theme that 

ensures that cultural and environmental topics are seen in a variety of subjects. The 

school holds an annual Diversity Week. A particularly strong feature is a partner 

school - Mkhalapadzuwa in Malawi. There has been some sharing of 

communications and pupils have sent out some school materials, receiving back 

balls made from recycled plastic.  The school’s website includes photographs from 

2017 to celebrate this partnership, although pupil comments currently tend to 

focus on terms like ‘less fortunate’. There is an annual Global Citizenship Day, in 

which pupils learn about other countries and share with each other. The school’s 

action plan continues to develop pupils’ awareness of ‘global issues from all angles’.   

Collective 

Worship and 

Spiritual 

Development 

B Collective worship includes a good number of opportunities for pupils to reflect on 

global issues. The reflection areas around the school contribute to pupils’ spiritual 

response to global issues such as the recent New Zealand shootings and severe 

weather events. Worship opportunities include ‘Peace’ and ‘Insight Day’ and 

worship leaders include those from other faiths, which broadens pupils’ awareness 

of the interconnectivity of faith and belief. The action plan renews the focus on 

global issues by making their inclusion in worship more systematised. 

Pupil 

Participation 

in Active 

Global 

Citizenship   

B Pupil participation in global issues is a strong element of this application. Pupils have 

taken the initiative in engaging with the issue of plastic pollution for example, the 

pupil who ‘wrote to our local milk company…asking how they could cut down 

their plastic use by using paper straws instead of plastic straws, so that they can 

help the environment.’ Being a Rights Respecting School has influenced pupils’ 

understanding and attitudes and the application lists several examples of writing to 

local and national politicians. 
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Impressively, the pupils initiated a fundraiser to help the Malawi school raise money 

towards a minibus and this is a very good practical contribution to the partnership. 

There is good involvement in the local foodbank and there are many examples of 

individual pupils who take action in supporting charities. The school’s website 

includes an impressive list of global citizenship involvement. 

The action plan recognises pupils’ collective social conscience and focuses on 

greater staff involvement in working with pupils to identify appropriate projects 

and causes.  

Community 

Engagement 

 

 

 

 

B The application re-states the various fund-raising initiatives and charitable concerns 

in which they are involved. At the moment community engagement is promoted 

through in-school displays and shared with parents through collective worship and 

the school newsletter. The application also refers to the link with the parish church 

of St John the Evangelist and there is a reciprocal link on their respective websites, 

although no mention of GN issues. The action plan explores ways in which whole-

school community engagement can be promoted. 

Next steps 

 

 

 

• Further develop the partnership with the parish church to promote, support and showcase the 

school’s involvement in Courageous Advocacy. 

 

• Consider ways to make the link with the school in Malawi centred around common understanding 

and learning and to develop pupil’s understanding of this relationship beyond ideas of ‘those less 

fortunate’. 

 

• When considering the next step of a Silver Award, better clarify in the application those elements that 

relate to the actions of leadership, showing how they lead to the activities described and their impact 

on provision.  

 

• Curriculum provision is strong, so use these opportunities to show, perhaps through reference to the 

school’s Christian values, that courageous advocacy is a compassionate response driven by faith and 

belief. This could also be linked to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). 

 

• Pupil participation includes some excellent initiatives but, overall appears to lack cohesion and 

continuity. Moving forward, this element could be better linked to the curriculum opportunities, 

which are a focus of the school’s strategic plan.  
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