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We welcome your family to our St John’s community. 

Our school motto is Believe, Inspire, Achieve 

and together, we look forward to a successful 
partnership.



Mrs Constable is the Hubble class teacher. Her favourite things are cats and stars.

Mrs Edwards is the Nursery Nurse in Hubble class. Her favourite things are Pilates and reading.



The Early Years curriculum enables your child to learn skills, acquire new knowledge 
and demonstrate their understanding through 7 areas of learning and development.

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. 
Communication and language – Listening and attention, understanding and speaking

Physical development – Moving and handling and self care

Personal, social and emotional development – Making relationships, 
self-confidence and awareness and managing feelings and behaviour. 



As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These are: 

Literacy – Reading and writing

Mathematics – Numbers, shape, space and measure  



Understanding the world –

People and communities, the World and Technology

Expressive arts and design –
Exploring and using media and materials and being imaginative 

Children in early years learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through creative and critical thinking which 
takes place both indoors and outside.



In the Early Years we follow the children’s interests. Our reflective practitioners work with the children in a 
play-based environment to ensure the best outcomes for all pupils. We do this through our “in the moment 
planning”

What is ‘In the Moment Planning’?
In the moment planning is an approach where early years settings plan a topic spontaneously based on what a child is 
interested in. Child initiated play enables children to become deeply engaged and when this happens deep level learning is 
taking place. 

Planning in the moment is all about capturing the moment of engagement and running with it to make sure the children 
progress. The teachable moment National Strategies document states: “It is in the moment of curiosity, puzzlement, effort or 
interest – the ‘teachable moment’ – that the skilful adult makes a difference.”

The child should feel valued, important, interesting, capable, and able to learn as well as gaining knowledge, skills, attitude and 
understanding, therefore making progress in one or several areas of the Early Years Curriculum.

Planning
The cycle of observation, assessment, planning, observation is carried out on a moment-by-moment basis.
We aim to have approximately three ‘named focus children’ each week.

The parents/carer’s role; if your child is due to be a ‘focus child’ we will give you a parent consultation sheet to fill in the week 
before. We value the knowledge and understanding you have of your child and would really appreciate it if you would share 
anything significant happening in your child’s life at that moment with us. Together we can plan activities to meet your child’s
needs. This will help us to plan for their future learning and development.



-Arrive at school

-Work in class/outside

-Playtime in big playground

-Lunch 

-Work in class/outside

-Playtime in big playground

-Tidy up outside/story time/show and tell

-Home time



Staggered dates of entry in September into Hubble 
Class. Dates to be arranged.

Typical daily routine
Children are welcomed into the class 
by Mrs Constable and Mrs Edwards. They put their 
book bags away and then hang up their coats in the cloakroom area. 
They do this by themselves to encourage independence. 

We then take the register, change the calendar
and choose Special helper for the day. 

We will play ‘getting to know each other’ games and 
become familiar with the routines of the day. 



Daily phonics lesson (when children are settled)

We use the ‘Read, Write Inc’ phonics scheme. 

Here are some useful YouTube videos to help you to familiarise 
yourselves with the sounds      
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCBzNnSSxds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6OiU2h3sUI
There will be a short phonics talk in the Autumn term and more 
specific information will be given then.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J2Ddf_0Om8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCBzNnSSxds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6OiU2h3sUI


We do lots of phonics 
activities in class too.



PE will be once a week in the hall. Children won’t be getting changed into PE kits 
until after October half term. Bring your PE kit in a named bag after the October 
half term holiday.

PE kit- in PE bag-blue/black shorts, white 
t-shirt. Plimsoles will not be needed until the 
summer term.

ALL SCHOOL UNIFORM AND PE KIT 
MUST BE LABELLED
WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME



Once the children have settled into the routines we will be visiting the ‘Outside Wilderness Learning’ area. 
(OWL for short) 

We sometimes visit the local     
Community g                                                                                                                  Community garden.

W  



The children will be divided into 5 groups within Hubble class. This is for organisation and not ability.

Star group               Astronaut group                  Moon group                        Sun group                        Earth group

Reading books will be given out once each child knows some letter sounds to enable them to begin to sound out 
and blend words. Books will be changed once a week on a particular day according to which group they are in. 
Once the children have learnt some sounds and are becoming more confident, we will be sending home words to 
learn and these will be changed regularly.  



Show and tell-
children can bring something 
in from home to talk to the class about.

‘WOW’ stickers-for you to tell us about your child and any 
moments at home which make you say ‘WOW’.
Write the moment on a ‘WOW’ sticker and we put them 
into their learning journeys. We will give the stickers out
at the beginning of term

Learning Journeys-sent home at the 
beginning of term to decorate-
These are for examples of children’s 
work and learning in school and home.
These are kept at school.



Book bags- school bags or small bags-no big keyrings please.

We have a water/milk and fruit bar where the 
children can get a drink or piece of fruit at
anytime during the day.

Water bottles are not needed until Summer term.



Things to do over the Summer
-Practise putting their coat on by themselves.
-When you have bought their uniform they could try to 
get dressed and undressed by themselves as much as 
possible, including putting on and taking off school 
shoes. 
You will be sent the ‘All about me’ booklet before the 
summer holiday – please complete it and bring it in on 
their first day.
-We expect all children to be toilet trained unless there 
is a medical reason. Summer is a great time to toilet 
train!



We hope this presentation has been useful. If you have any 
questions, please email Mrs Constable via 
admin@stjohns.rbksch.org by 30th June.  

We are looking forward to seeing you at our Zoom meeting on 
2nd July at 6 – 6.45pm for Reception.

mailto:admin@stjohns.rbksch.org

