
75th Anniversary of VE day – Friday 8th May 2020      

At St John’s School we were planning to celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE day by having 

a special themed day. Unfortunately, as we are not all together, this will not be possible. 

Instead we have put together a list of things that you could do with your families at home to 

learn about it, mark this special occasion and have lots of fun. We would love to see pictures 

or videos of you celebrating together.  

Please email them to us at admin@stjohns.rbksch.org 

What is VE Day?      

8th May 1945 – VE (Victory in Europe) Day – was one that remained in the memory of all 

those who witnessed it. It meant an end to nearly six years of a war that had cost the lives of 

millions; had destroyed homes, families, and cities; and had brought huge suffering and 

privations to the populations of entire countries. 

Millions of people rejoiced in the news that Germany had surrendered, relieved that the 

intense strain of total war was finally over. In towns and cities across the world, people 

marked the victory with street parties, dancing and singing.  

But it was not the end of the conflict, nor was it an end to the impact the war had on people. 

The war against Japan did not end until August 1945, and the political, social and economic 

repercussions of the Second World War were felt long after Germany and Japan 

surrendered.  

                                            

The following links will help you to find out about VE Day: 

Parents, please click on and look at the resources before sharing them with your children to 

make sure they are appropriate for your child/children. 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-you-need-to-know-about-ve-day  Information about VE 

Day from the Imperial War Museum. 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6966586   stories from veterans returning from the war on the 

Royal British Legion Website. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/what-were-remembering-

thisyear?seg=WPDW3B&gclid=CjwKCAjw4pT1BRBUEiwAm5QuRzHe2yJfAWj6_9GVTK2Pd

mTGtXnzE8djEjng7E5ER3r3phxAhEjbBoCsAMQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds   Information 

about VE Day from the Royal British Legion 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749   BBC Newsround information about VE Day. 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/categories/    This is a list of stories written by 

people who lived during the war recounting their experiences. 

At 3 o’clock on the 8th May 1945 Winston Churchill made his iconic speech. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNVu4fMOJLw     

 

Ideas for celebrating VE Day at home     

A former teacher who performs excellent history shows in schools will be bringing a FREE 

online VE DAY 75 show for children on his You Tube Channel. The running time will be 

around 30 minutes.   

To access this free VE Day 75 show, go to the Mr Dilly YouTube Channel or follow Mr Dilly 

on Facebook. 

 

Make some bunting     

The BBC have launched a VE Day bunting campaign. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-

bunting 

There are also several templates for paper bunting on the internet. Maybe you could use 

some fabric scraps and sew some bunting too. What colours could you use? Who would you 

like to remember or say thank you to on your bunting? Where will you hang it? 

 

Bake some ‘street party’ food.  

These websites give you some authentic recipes for WWII treats – remember rationing was 

still in place. Or you could bake some special 21st century treats to enjoy. 

https://lovefoodies.com/grandmas-war-time-orange-drop-cookies/   Orange drop cookies. 

http://home.bt.com/lifestyle/eating-for-victory-try-these-real-wartime-ration-recipes-for-ve-day-

11363980000968   The potato scones look tasty! 

https://the1940sexperiment.com/100-wartime-recipes/   This has lots of 1940s recipes and 

treats to try. 

 

Listen to or learn a wartime song. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4b6DgeTf1BE    YouTube playlist of WWII songs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJKMji2688M    We’ll Meet Again singalong 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoLchtG8vTk      Run Rabbit Run singalong 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm1wuKvrxAw   Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy singalong 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=89487uG13Ro   There’ll be Bluebirds Over the White 

Cliffs of Dover 

 

Learn a 1940s dance routine! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zwn4wmn            This video shows 1940s style dancing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5DWLZGQOoE    Learn basic swing dance moves 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_lAVLZBlLY&t=35s    A Charleston Stroll dance routine 

you can break up and try to copy or dance along to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nvu1RyKjRnk     A Posing Swing dance routine you can 

break up and try to copy. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__vYzVY_E0A     Just Dance Swing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVcPJrBJhbk        Sing Sing Sing Zumba routine 

 

Twinkl resources to download or print 

Twinkl have created a school closure VE day resource pack with colouring sheets, code 

breakers and information. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/school-closure-ve-day-resource-pack-ages-7-11-t-tp-

2549699 

They have several other resources available to download too. 

 

Dress up in 1940s clothes or recreate a 1940s hairstyle. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiNuMHD_vcM   Victory roll hair tutorial. 

 

Hold a VE Day party    

Street parties were a way that people celebrated VE Day 75 years ago. They included getting 

together to enjoy food, singing, dancing and playing traditional party games like musical 

statues, musical chairs and bumps, sleeping lions, blind man’s bluff, pin the tail on the 

donkey and hoopla. 

Obviously, the current lockdown laws limit where we can go, and we should in any event 

maintain social distancing, but this should not stop us having a party – we just need to be a 

bit more creative! 
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- You could hold a virtual party with friends and family on an online platform with an adult’s 

support. 

- You could hold a teddy party with people in your family and your favourite toys in your 

garden, on your balcony or in your lounge. 

- Your community might be part of the front garden street party initiative – remember to stay 

safe. 

 

 

 



 


