Introduction to the Colour Wheel

A colour circle, based on red, yellow and blue, is traditional in the field of art. Sir Isaac Newton developed the first circular diagram of colours in 1666. Since then scientists and artists have studied and designed numerous variations of this concept. 

The Colour Wheel is shown as having 12 sections made up of Primary Colours, Secondary Colours and Tertiary Colours.
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	PRIMARY COLOURS
Red, Yellow and Blue 
	SECONDARY COLOURS
Green, Orange and Violet
	TERTIARY COLOURS
Yellow-Orange, Red-Orange, Red-Violet, Blue-Violet, Blue-Green and Yellow-Green


Primary Colours

These are the 3 pigment colours that cannot be mixed or formed by any combination of other colours. All other colours are derived from these 3 hues

Secondary Colours

These are the colours formed by mixing the primary colours – red, yellow and blue, e.g.

	Red + blue = violet
	Blue + yellow = green
	Yellow + red = orange


Tertiary Colours

These are the colours formed by mixing one primary and one secondary colour

The Segments of the Wheel

The segment of each wheel is divided into 4 sections. These are the Hue, Tint, Tone and Shade of each colour.

· Hue

The Hue is the colour shown at full strength, whether it is a primary, secondary or tertiary colour. This is shown as the outside section of the colour wheel.

· Tint

The Tint is the Hue (full strength colour) mixed with white

· Tone
The Tone is the Hue (full strength colour) mixed with grey

· Shade
The Shade is the Hue (full strength colour) mixed with black. 

Labelling a Colour Wheel

When labelling the Tertiary Colours on a Colour Wheel, the Primary name will always appear first, e.g. Blue Violet

COLOUR WHEEL

COLOUR HARMONIES

Monochromatic

This colour harmony uses1 colour or uses tints, tones and shades of one colour. In floristry, for example, this could be red roses, pink carnations and burgundy hebe.

Complementary

In floristry this colour harmony would use flowers from 2 sections of the wheel directly opposite each other. It can use hue, tint, tones or shades, e.g. violets (hue) and primroses (tint).

COLOUR HARMONIES

Contrast

This colour harmony uses 2 colours that have 3 sections between them, e.g. yellow and red. However, at full strength (hue) this can be a very harsh colour harmony, so generally one would use a tine of one and a tone of another.

Analagous

This colour harmony uses 3 or 4 colours next to each other on the wheel, e.g. Yellow-Orange, Orange, Red-Orange. This scheme should never extend to include more than one primary colour.

COLOUR HARMONIES

Split Complementary

This colour harmony uses one colour (e.g. violet) and the 2 colours either side of its true complementary, e.g. yellow orange and yellow green.

Near Complementary

This colour harmony uses one colour, e.g. blue, and one of the colours either side of its true

COLOUR HARMONIES

Polycramatic

This colour harmony has many different colours used together in different intensities.

Triadic

This colour harmony uses 3 colours evenly spaced around the wheel, e.g. red, blue and yellow (hue, tint, shade or tone)

COLOUR HARMONIES

Tetradic

This colour harmony uses 4 colours evenly spread around the wheel, e.g. red, yellow orange, green and blue violet.

