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Mission Statement 
St John’s nurtures the educational, spiritual and moral development of all within its 

community, regardless of culture and belief. We foster in our pupils mutual respect and 

responsibility based on the core Christian values, and fulfil our school motto: “Believe 

Inspire Achieve”. 

 
Vision                                                                                                                                                                

Our vision is for our whole school community, through the love of God, to respect and 

understand the Christian values and the beliefs of others.   

We ensure that our children are happy, successful learners who enjoy learning, make 

progress and achieve their full potential.  Our Christian values will inspire our children 

to develop resilience and confidence. 

Our children will lead safe, healthy, caring and fulfilling lives, becoming responsible 

citizens who make positive contributions to society. 

 
 
We want everyone is our school to flourish and to know ‘life in all its fullness’ (John 
10:10).  
                                                                                                                                                                                 
Rights Respecting School                                                                                                                                  

St John’s School is working towards becoming a Rights Respecting School and as 

such strongly believes in and promotes the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. This policy exemplifies these rights and our practice aims to ensure that 

Children’s rights are at the centre of life at St John’s. 

 

 

 

 

Our Core Values are:  

 Respect  

 Service  

 Honesty 

 Perseverance 
 
We also explore all Christian values over a 3 year cycle 

 

 

 

 

 



We believe in:                                                             

 Promoting all Christian values in our children and school community. 

 Providing our children, parents and staff with a caring, friendly, “family” 
atmosphere. 

 Ensuring the wellbeing of all our children and staff are met through thoughtful 
interactions. 

 Inspiring a love of learning amongst our pupils which is supported by their 
parents. 

 Educating our children in, and celebrating, diversity in the UK and global 
society. 

 Working in harmony with our families, local church, community and our local 
schools. 

 Leading by example on trust and honesty, by our children, staff and Governors. 
 
The school aims to provide the principles of Christian learning supported by the 
Southwark Diocese Board of Education (SDBE), and with due regard to the aims of 
the National Society mentioned in the Trust deeds of the School. This historic basis for 
Religious Education Policy is fundamental. See Appendix A for The Legal Framework 
for Religious Education and Collective Worship. 
 
In determining the Religious Education Curriculum at St. John’s, explicit use has been 
made of the Southwark Diocesan Board of Education Scheme of Work. The QCA non-
statutory guidance on RE has been incorporated into The SDBE Scheme of Work and 
informs the basis for assessment. See Appendix B 
 
Religious Education is the first subject of the basic curriculum mentioned in the 
Education Reform Act of 1988 and confirmed by the Education Acts of 1996 and 1998.  
As such it has a central role in the work of the school (in the words of the Act’s 
opening clause) to ‘promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 
development of pupils at school and of society’ and ‘to prepare such pupils for the 
opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of adult life. 
 
This Policy should be read in conjunction with St John’s Statement on the Prevention 
of Radicalisation (Section 14) in our Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy. 
 
 
AIMS 
The aims of Religious Education (RE) at St. John’s are: 
 

 To introduce all pupils to the nature of the Christian faith and its significance to 
our beliefs, culture and moral values. 
 

 To help children to develop a knowledge and understanding of some of the other 
principal religions recognised in our Society. 

 To develop a positive attitude towards other people and their faith. 
 

 To prepare children for the opportunities and responsibilities of adult life in a 
society of diverse religions. 

 
 To enhance the children’s spiritual, moral, cultural and social development. 



 
OBJECTIVES 
The fulfilment of these aims will be reflected in the following objectives: 
 

 To introduce children to aspects of the life of Jesus and his continuing influence 
in the world. 

 
 To develop an understanding of the influence of Christianity in people’s lives. 

 
 To explore the significant contribution of people who have influenced Christian 

practice and worship. 
 

 To introduce children to the Bible, a variety of Christian literature and religious 
art, as aesthetic and creative experiences can be used to develop 
understanding. 

 
 To recognise the wider contribution of RE in determining the way through life. 

 
 To lay the foundation of knowledge and insight into other world religions and to 

encourage the children to reflect on this in the light of their own experience. 
 

 To understand different religious practices, sacred/ holy books and holy places 
and to relate positively to the beliefs, values and practices of others in group 
and class discussion. To encourage all children to share their experiences with 
each other. 

 
 To develop skills of reflection by raising questions of meaning and purpose. 

 
 To encourage the children to respond and reflect on their own experiences and 

beliefs, and those of others. 
 

 To encourage personal responsibility for behaviour and to raise questions about 
the right and wrong way to behave in daily life. 

 
 To work co-operatively with others, sharing beliefs in a respectful and 

supportive environment. 
 

 To develop a sense of identity and belonging to prepare the children for life as 
citizens in a plural society 
 
 

METHODS OF APPROACH 
Religious Education is an ongoing process. It is closely linked to the child’s growing 
experience of life and should help them to come to terms with their own experiences 
and to search for meaning at their own level of understanding.  At St. John’s each child 
is valued and a positive and understanding attitude towards other people’s faith is 
actively promoted and encouraged.  
 
The Nursery teachers use the SDBE document ‘Guidance on Religious Education at 
Foundation Stage in Church Schools’ in conjunction with the Early Learning Goals. 
 
In Reception, KS1 and KS2 all children follow the Southwark Diocesan Board of 
Education (SDBE) Scheme of Work for RE (2016). 
 



In addition to the SDBE scheme teachers use a variety of methods of delivery e.g.  
 role play 
 reflection 
 reflective storytelling 
 drama 
 music, art and literature 
 visual stimuli 
 visits to places of worship 
 visitors from other faith communities 
 discussion 
 cross curricular links 

 
 
GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
 

1. At St. John’s it is preferable for the appointed teacher to implement the RE 
scheme of work in the classroom.  This is particularly important as this teacher 
will know the pupils in their care and many of the objectives of RE, especially 
those concerning attitudes and skills are cross-curricular in nature. 

 
2. The SDBE document entitled Guidance on Religious Education at Foundation 

Stage in a Church School is used in the Nursery and in Class R. The SDBE 
units of work for the Foundation Stage are used in Class R in conjunction with 
Guidance on Religious Education at Foundation Stage in a Church School 

 
3.  In KS1 and KS2 teachers follow the SDBE RE planning. 

 
4. The QCA non-statutory national expectations in RE are used for assessment. 

The AT1 and AT2 outcomes are kept in the class assessment file and are 
regularly reviewed by the RE Subject leader.  

 
5. A range of religious artefacts, resource and reference books, stimuli and audio-

visual aids are available for all teachers to use and are stored in the 
designated RE Cupboards in the Rainbow Room. 

 
6. Teachers are to liaise with members of different faith communities in the local 

community, especially the Christian community 
 

7. Links with St. John’s Church and the vicar are a valued and integral part of 
school life 

 
8. Visitors and speakers from other Faith Communities are actively encouraged 

and are a valued and integral part of the life of the school 
 

9. Visits to places of worship are actively encouraged 
 

10. In order to ensure that the aims, objectives and content are properly covered, 
the recommended minimum provision is 5% of the timetable 

 
11. The implementation of the RE programme will be monitored continually by the 

RE Subject leader, who will support teaching and learning where required. 
 

12. There are termly meetings between the RE Subject Leader and the link 
Governor to discuss RE throughout the school. 



See also: The Collective Worship Policy Updated and reviewed January 2019 
 
 
 APPENDIX A   
 
THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND COLLECTIVE 
WORSHIP 
 
The general provisions of the 1988 Education Reform Act require that the school 
curriculum as a whole be balanced and broadly based and both promote the “spiritual, 
moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils” and “prepare them for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life”, Section 1 (2). However, the 
1988 Act, like the 1944 Education Act before it, makes specific provision both for 
religious education (previously religious instruction) and for collective worship. 
 
STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SACRE) 
 
The Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE), constituted by the 
Local Education Authority under specific provision of the 1988 Act, is required “to advise 
the authority on such matters connected with religious worship in county schools and 
the religious education to be given in accordance with an agreed syllabus as the 
authority may refer to the Council, or as the Council may see fit”, Section 11 (1) (a). 
 
The Council may advise the Local Education Authority on “methods of teaching, the 
choice of teaching materials, and the provision of teacher training”, Section 11 (2). 
 
It must publish an annual report of its work, Section 11(9). 
 
  



 

  

Appendix B 
 
The Non-Statutory National Framework for RE 
 
 

 AT1 Learning about religion 
How pupils develop their knowledge, skills and understanding with reference to: 

AT2 Learning from religion 
How pupils, in the light of their learning about religion, express their responses 
and insights with regard to questions and issues about: 

Level beliefs, teachings and 
sources 

practices and ways of life forms of expression identity and belonging meaning, purpose and 
truth 

values and commitments 

 I can I can I can I can I can I can 

1 remember a Christian 
(Hindu, etc.) story and 
talk about it  

use the right names for 
things that are special to 
Buddhists (Jews, etc)  

recognise religious art, 
symbols and words and 
talk about them  

talk about things that 
happen to me 

talk about what I find 
interesting or puzzling  

talk about what is 
important to me and to 
other people 

 e.g. talk about the story 
of Diwali  
 
 
 
 
 
 

e.g. say “That is a 
Church”, or “She’s 
praying” when my 
teacher shows me a 
picture  
 

e.g. say “That is a Star of 
David” when my teacher 
shows me a picture  

e.g. talk about how I felt 
when my baby brother 
was born  

e.g. say “I like the bit 
when Krishna helped his 
friend”  

e.g. talk about how I felt 
when I gave a present to 
my friend and how I think 
that made my friend feel 

2 tell a Christian (Sikh, 
etc.) story and say some 
things that people 
believe  

talk about some of the 
things that that are the 
same for different 
religious people  

say what some Christian 
(Muslim, etc) symbols 
stand for and say what 
some of the art (music, 
etc) is about  

ask about what happens 
to others with respect for 
their feelings  

talk about some things in 
stories that make people 
ask questions  

talk about what is 
important to me and to 
others with respect for 
their feelings  

 e.g. tell the story of the 
birth of Jesus say that 
Christians believe in God  
 
I can retell the Christmas 
story. 

e.g. say that Christians 
and Sikhs both have holy 
books  

e.g. say that the cross 
reminds Christians that 
Jesus died on a cross; 
e.g. say that some 
people dance, sing, 
recite for God  

e.g. say “Was Jonah hurt 
after being inside the big 
fish?” 
 
 

e.g. say “It was 
mysterious when God 
spoke to Moses”  
 
I can talk about some 
things in the Christmas 
story that make people 
ask questions. 
 

e.g. say “I agree with the 
rule about not stealing as 
stealing is not fair”  

  



 

  

3 describe what a believer 
might learn from a 
religious story  
 

describe some of the 
things that are the same 
and different for religious 
people  

use religious words to 
describe some of the 
different ways in which 
people show their beliefs  

compare some of the 
things that influence me 
with those that influence 
other people  

ask important questions 
about life and compare 
my ideas with those of 
other people  

link things that are 
important to me and 
other people with the 
way I think and behave  

 e.g. make a connection 
between the story of the 
forming of the Khalsa 
and the need for Sikhs to 
be brave in times of 
trouble  
 
 
 
LEVEL3: Make 
connections between the 
Christmas story one of 
the journeys and the way 
Christians celebrate 
Christmas. 
 
 
LEVEL3: Describe the 
key events of the nativity 
story for a Christian 
believer. 
 

e.g. note how Muslims 
and Sikhs both treat their 
holy books with respect 
by keeping them higher 
than other books  
e.g. note that Muslims 
and Christians both pray 
but in different ways 
 
 
 

e.g. label a picture of 
Shiva Nataraja to show 
links with Hindu beliefs 
about God  

e.g. talk about how Jesus 
influenced his disciples 
and how friends 
influence them  

e.g. ask why many 
people believe in life 
after death, give their 
view and compare with a 
particular religious view  

e.g. talk about how 
listening to a story about 
generosity might make 
them behave when they 
hear about people who 
are suffering  

 

  



 

  

Level beliefs, teachings and 
sources 

practices and ways of life forms of expression identity and belonging meaning, purpose and 
truth 

values and commitments 

 I can I can I can I can I can I can 

4 make links between the 
beliefs (teachings, 
sources, etc.) of different 
religious groups and 
show how they are 
connected to believers’ 
lives  

use the right religious 
words to describe and 
compare what practices 
and experiences may be 
involved in belonging to 
different religious groups  

express religious beliefs 
(ideas, feelings, etc) in a 
range of styles and 
words used by believers 
and suggest what they 
mean  

ask questions about who 
we are and where we 
belong, and suggest 
answers which refer to 
people who have 
inspired and influenced 
myself and others  

ask questions about the 
meaning and purpose of 
life, and suggest a range 
of answers which might 
be given by me as well 
as members of different 
religious groups or 
individuals  

ask questions about the 
moral decisions I and 
other people make, and 
suggest what might 
happen as a result of 
different decisions, 
including those made 
with reference to 
religious beliefs / values  

 e.g. make links between 
Qur’anic and Biblical 
sources and Muslim and 
Jewish charities  
e.g. connect some 
sayings of Jesus with 
different Christian beliefs 
about animals 
 
 
LEVEL4: Explain how a 
Christian might apply the 
messages of the 
Christmas journeys to 
their life. 
 

e.g. use some Pali or 
Sanskrit terms in 
describing two different 
Buddhist types of 
meditation  
e.g. compare the way 
that Hindus and 
Buddhists might meditate 

e.g. draw and label the 
key features inside two 
churches, indicating their 
meaning for those who 
worship there 
 
 LEVEL4: Describe the 
meaning of one of the 
events of Christmas for a 
Christian. 
 

e.g. write an imaginary 
interview with a member 
of a minority religious 
community, referring to 
the beliefs which sustain 
them  

e.g. write some 
questions about life after 
death and provide 
answers that refer to 
resurrection and 
reincarnation  

e.g. write a report about 
the environment and 
suggest what might 
happen depending on 
different moral choices 
that could be made  

  



 

  

5 suggest reasons for the 
similar and different 
beliefs which people 
hold, and explain how 
religious sources are 
used to provide answers 
to important questions 
about life and morality  

describe why people 
belong to religions and 
explain how similarities 
and differences within 
and between religions 
can make a difference to 
the lives of individuals 
and communities 
 
 

use a wide religious 
vocabulary in suggesting 
reasons for the 
similarities and 
differences in forms of 
religious, spiritual and 
moral expression found 
within and between 
religions  

give my own and others’ 
views on questions about 
who we are and where 
we belong and on the 
challenges of belonging 
to a religion and explain 
what inspires and 
influences me  

ask questions about the 
meaning and purpose of 
life and suggest answers 
which relate to the 
search for truth and my 
own and others’ lives  

ask questions about 
things that are important 
to me and to other 
people and suggest 
answers which relate to 
my own and others’ lives  

 e.g. compare different 
Jewish beliefs about the 
Messiah and say how 
different interpretations 
may come about, using 
biblical and other texts to 
illustrate their answers  

e.g. write an account of 
Hajj which explains why 
many Shi’a Muslims will 
go on to visit the tomb of 
Ali because they believe 
that he was the rightful 
successor to the Prophet 
Muhammad 

e.g. produce a survey of 
different forms of creative 
religious expression and 
suggestions for 
similarities and 
differences between 
them  
I can suggest reasons for 
the similarities and 
differences in accounts 
of the nativity 
 
 

e.g. write a ‘question and 
answer’ style report on 
what it may like to be a 
member of a religious 
community in Britain 
today and outline what 
impresses them about 
this religious identity and 
community  

e.g. write a short story 
which raises questions 
about what is ‘true’ and 
which relates to their own 
personal search for 
meaning in life  

e.g. write a report on a 
moral issue in the news, 
interviewing key people 
in the debate and 
including religious views 
and the potential impact 
of those views on their 
own and others’ lives  

 

  



 

  

Level beliefs, teachings and 
sources 

practices and ways of life forms of expression identity and belonging meaning, purpose and 
truth 

values and commitments 

 I can I can I can I can I can I can 

6 say what religions teach 
about some of the big 
questions of life, using 
different sources and 
arguments to explain the 
reasons for diversity 
within and between them  

say what different 
practices and ways of life 
followers of religions 
have developed, 
explaining how beliefs 
have had different effects 
on individuals, 
communities and 
societies  

use correct religious and 
philosophical vocabulary 
in explaining what the 
significance of different 
forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
expression might be for 
believers  

consider the challenges 
of belonging to a religion 
today with reference to 
my own and other 
people’s views on human 
nature and society, 
supporting those views 
with reasons and 
examples  

use reasoning and 
examples to express 
insights into my own and 
others’ views on 
questions about the 
meaning and purpose of 
life and the search for 
truth  

use reasoning and 
examples to express 
insights into the 
relationship between 
beliefs, teachings and 
world issues, focusing on 
things that are important 
to me 

 e.g. complete a poster 
demonstrating two 
contrasting religious 
views on astrology and 
making reference to 
religious texts and 
teachings which support 
the alternative teachings  

e.g. prepare a guide for 
Anglican Christians on 
the celebration of Easter 
in the Orthodox Church, 
showing how 
resurrection belief is 
expressed in different 
ways  

e.g. produce a booklet 
illustrating and explaining 
different sorts of 
symbolic expression 
involved in the life of a 
Buddhist monk or nun  

e.g. write a news report 
on different Sikh attitudes 
to aspects of ‘British’ 
culture, explaining how 
Sikh views of human 
nature and society affect 
their views  

e.g. produce a booklet of 
ideas about the ‘Good 
Life’ with reference to 
religious and non-
religious points of view 
and their own 
conclusions  

e.g. produce an e-media 
presentation on religious 
views of ‘terrorism’ with 
reference to religious and 
non-religious points of 
view and their own 
conclusions  

7 present a coherent 
picture of religious 
beliefs, values and 
responses to questions 
of meaning and truth 
which takes account of 
personal research on 
different religious topics 
and a variety of sources 
and evidence 

show how religious 
activity in today’s world 
has been affected by the 
past and by traditions, 
and how belonging to a 
religion may mean 
different things to 
different people, even 
within the same religion  

use a wide religious and 
philosophical vocabulary 
as well as different of 
forms of expression in 
presenting a clear picture 
of how people express 
their religious, spiritual 
and ethical beliefs in a 
variety of ways 

give my personal view 
with reasons and 
examples on what value 
religious and other views 
might have for 
understanding myself 
and others 

give my personal view 
with reasons and 
examples on what value 
religious and other views 
might have for 
understanding questions 
about the meaning and 
purpose of life 

give my personal view 
with reasons and 
examples on what value 
religious and other views 
might have for 
understanding what is 
important to me and to 
other people 

 e.g. using books and the 
internet, investigate Sikh 
beliefs about the 
importance of the Guru 
and do a presentation 
which coherently 
illustrates a variety of 
views 
 

e.g. produce two ‘pen-
pictures’ of Muslims from 
different communities 
and explain how history 
and culture have 
influenced the way they 
put their faith into 
practice in different ways 

e.g. produce an 
illustrated guide to 
representations of Jesus 
from different times and 
cultures, explaining the 
Christian beliefs and 
values presented through 
the different media 

e.g. produce a summary 
of my own personal and 
social relationships 
alongside an analysis of 
Hindu and other insights 
into human nature and 
community 

e.g. following research 
into samsara and 
nirvana, produce a 
dialogue I might have 
with another Buddhist 
about the future of 
humanity 

e.g. following research 
into Jewish and 
Humanist views on ‘faith’ 
schools, produce a report 
with my 
recommendations on an 
application for a new 
Jewish foundation school 

  



 

  

Level beliefs, teachings and 
sources 

practices and ways of life forms of expression identity and belonging meaning, purpose and 
truth 

values and commitments 

 I can I can I can I can I can I can 

8 analyse the results of 
different sorts of 
research and place 
different interpretations 
of religious, spiritual and 
moral sources in their 
historical, cultural, social 
and philosophical 
contexts 

weigh up different points 
of view and come to a 
conclusion on how 
religions and beliefs 
make a difference to 
communities and 
societies in different 
times and places 

use a comprehensive 
religious and 
philosophical vocabulary 
in weighing up the 
meaning and importance 
of different forms of 
religious, spiritual and 
moral expression 

weigh up in detail a wide 
range of viewpoints on 
questions about who we 
are and where we 
belong, and come to my 
own conclusions based 
on evidence, arguments, 
reflections and examples 

weigh up in detail a wide 
range of viewpoints on 
questions about truth and 
the meaning and 
purpose of life, and come 
to my own conclusions 
based on evidence, 
arguments, reflections 
and examples 

weigh up in detail a wide 
range of viewpoints on 
questions about values 
and commitments,  
and come to my own 
conclusions based on 
evidence, arguments, 
reflections and examples 

 e.g. research the internet 
and interview individuals 
to produce a contextual 
comparison of 
interpretations of the 
resurrection of Jesus  

e.g. conduct a 
questionnaire and 
produce findings on 
whether religion has had 
a mostly good or bad 
effect on different local 
communities 

e.g. select some items of 
Buddhist artistic 
expression for an 
exhibition and produce a 
booklet of explanations 
of the symbolism and 
impact of the items for 
Buddhist belief and 
practice over time 

e.g. write an article 
entitled, ‘What is a Jew’? 
making use of Jewish 
and non-Jewish points of 
view and coming to a 
conclusion that takes 
account of religious, 
cultural and philosophical 
perspectives 

e.g. write a speech for or 
against the motion that 
‘science will one day 
remove all need for 
religion’, and coming to a 
conclusion that takes 
account of religious, 
philosophical and 
historical perspectives  

e.g. write a dialogue 
between a Muslim and  
Hindu on how religious 
insights might save us 
from environmental 
disaster and write a 
conclusion that takes 
account of religious and 
social perspectives 

  



 

  

Level beliefs, teachings and 
sources 

practices and ways of life forms of expression identity and belonging meaning, purpose and 
truth 

values and commitments 

 I can I can I can I can I can I can 

EP provide a consistent and 
detailed analysis of 
religions and beliefs and 
of how religious, spiritual 
and moral sources are 
interpreted in different 
ways, with an evaluation 
of the different methods 
of study used to conduct 
the analysis 

evaluate in depth the 
importance of religious 
diversity in a pluralistic 
society and demonstrate 
how religion and beliefs 
have had a changing 
impact on different 
communities over time  
 

 

use a complex religious, 
moral and philosophical 
vocabulary in effectively 
synthesising my 
accounts of the varied 
forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
expression 

analyse in depth a wide 
range of perspectives on 
questions about who we 
are and where we belong 
and provide independent, 
well informed and highly 
reasoned insights into 
my own and others’ 
perspectives on religious 
and spiritual issues, with 
well-substantiated and 
balanced conclusions 

analyse in depth a wide 
range of perspectives on 
questions about truth and 
the meaning and 
purpose of life, and 
provide independent, 
well informed and highly 
reasoned insights into 
my own and others’ 
perspectives on religious 
and spiritual issues, with 
well-substantiated and 
balanced conclusions 

analyse in depth a wide 
range of perspectives on 
questions about values 
and commitments and 
provide independent, 
well informed and highly 
reasoned insights into 
my own and others’ 
perspectives on religious 
and spiritual issues, with 
well-substantiated and 
balanced conclusions 

 e.g. write an article on 
‘mystical experience’ 
which includes an 
evaluation of the 
research techniques 
used to gather 
information about it 

e.g. write a report on a 
local religious community 
which analyses their 
place within wider society 
and evaluates the factors 
which have affected how 
relations with other local 
groups have changed 
over time 

e.g. prepare a ‘virtual’ 
tour of a local place of 
worship which uses 
digital pictures of 
artefacts and architecture 
and includes consistent 
explanations of the 
symbolism employed in 
expressing religious, 
spiritual and moral 
beliefs ideas and feelings 

e.g. research one 
‘Eastern’ and one 
‘Western’ religious view 
of human nature and 
write a report with 
conclusions on how far 
the two can be 
harmonised 

e.g. research the history 
of human achievement 
and kindness within two 
religions / belief systems 
and write a message in 
defence of human beings 
to an alien species who 
think it would be better to 
wipe us off the face of 
the planet 

e.g. conduct research on 
different attitudes to 
religious believers and 
write a report with 
conclusions on whether 
there should be a law 
against religious 
discrimination 

 



 

  

Approved by the Governing Body: 

 

Signed ……………………………………………… Chair of C&C  

 

Signed ……………………………………………… Headteacher 

 

Date ………………………………………………… 

 

 

 


