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Katie’s Picture Show
•  Talk about a trip out with your grandma or another adult.  

Write a recount of this.
• Act out, in pairs, Grandma and Katie entering the gallery.
•  List all of the things you are told not to do: at home; at school. 

Read or listen to the Michael Rosen poem, Don’t.  
You could use this as a model to create your own poem.

The Hay Wain
•  What would you do if you entered this painting? Remember to use different senses to describe  

the experience.
•  Find out what ‘Hay Wain’ means.

Madam Moitessiere Seated
• Find other paintings on the internet with mirrors in them. 
•  Find out the words for one, two and three in different languages and design a poster,  or set of posters,  

using them. 
• Design a menu for afternoon tea, listing the choice of sandwiches, cakes and drinks.

The Umbrellas
• Find out about the games played by children in Victorian times. Which would you choose to play, and why?
• What sort of games from our time would you choose to play with the little girl in this painting?
• What do you think the people in the painting think of Katie? Add thought bubbles.

Surprised
• Write about the colours used in this painting. How do they compare with those used in the other paintings?
•  Collect some words which would describe the effects of the storm. You might use a thesaurus. Think about 

sound, sight, touch and smell. Use these words to help you write a storm poem.
• Tell and write this part of the story with a different ending.

Dynamic Suprematism
• Name all of the shapes you can see in the painting.
• Find examples on the internet of other paintings which use simple shapes. Who were the artists?
•  Create your own art work on the computer using shapes of different sizes and colours. Manipulate their 

positions until you like the overall effect before printing out to add to the class gallery.

General
• Which painting do you like best in this book? Give reasons why you have chosen this one.
•  Find out about the different artists whose works are in this story. Use books or the internet to find another 

example of their work that you particularly like and write a story about jumping into that painting.
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Katie and the Bathers
Bathers at Asnières
•  Add thought bubbles to the painting to show what you imagine 

the different people are thinking.
• List the things that Katie can:
 - see
 - hear
 - feel
Write a description of the scene, remembering to use different sentence starters.

Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte
• How are the people in this painting different from those in Bathers at Asnières.
• Which different colours are used?
• What would you do if you climbed into this painting?

Port of Honfleur
• How is this picture different from the previous two?
• In groups of four, act out this scene. How does Prudence feel?

Woman Hanging up the Washing
• Act out and write the conversation between Prudence and the washerwoman.
• What sort of games would you play in the garden?

Portrait of Felix Feneon
• Write a magician’s spell using magical sounding words.
• Why doesn’t Katie want to go swimming at the end of the story?

General
• Choose which painting you like best and explain what you like about it.
• What might happen to you if you jumped into your chosen picture?
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Katie and the Spanish 
Princess
Portrait of the Infanta Margarita
•  What do you notice in the Infanta’s room that is different from 

your room?
•  If you could swap clothes with someone, who would you choose 

and why?

Don Manuel Osorio de Zuniga
• Which animal would you choose from the painting, and why?
• Add a speech bubble to the painting to show what the magpie is thinking.

The Parasol
• Why does the lady find Katie strange?
• Name all the items you can see in the picture.

A Peasant Boy Leaning on a Sill
• Find out what the word peasant means.
• How would you describe the peasant boy’s character? Give reasons for your opinion.
• Why does the boy whisper?

Philip IV of Spain in Brown and Silver
• Write a short play script for the King, Margarita and Katie.
• Act it out.

General
• Which painting did you like best, and why? 
•  Which character would you like to swap places with for a short time? Describe what might happen if  

you did.
• Why do you think Katie changes her mind about being a princess?
• If it was your birthday, what fancy dress costume would you choose to wear and why?
• Sketch a design of your costume.
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Katie and the Sunflowers
Sunflowers
•  If you were to paint a picture of one type of flower, which would 

you choose, and why?
•  Write about a time when you accidentally broke something.  

Describe exactly how you felt and what happened as a result.

Breton Girls Dancing
• Which colours are used in both Sunflowers and Breton Girls Dancing?
• Describe the clothes the girls are wearing.
• Design a hat.

Café Terrace at Night
• Which colours are used in this painting, that are not used in the other paintings?
•  How is the setting different from that in Breton Girls Dancing?

Still Life, with Apples and Oranges
• How is this painting different from the others?
• Write thought bubbles for the waiter, Mimi and Katie.

Tahitian Pastorals
• Find Tahiti on a map.
• Pretend you are Katie, Zazou or Mimi and describe exactly what you see as you step into the painting.
• What would you do if you found treasure?
• Why do the ladies not want the money? What do you think we need in order to be contented?
• How would you manage to live without any money?

General
• Why does the waiter say that Katie can eat there whenever she wants?
• Which was your favourite painting, and why?
• What do you think Katie plans to do after her visit to the gallery?
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Katie in London
• Find out why Trafalgar Square is so called.
•  Taking the part of onlookers, mime the scene in Trafalgar Square 

when the lion takes to the sky. 
• Find out three facts about St Paul’s Cathedral.
•  Describe a ghost that might be seen in the Tower of London after 

midnight.
•  Tell a ghost story. Think about how you can build up tension: e.g. 

sound effects.
• Design and make a crown with jewels of different colours.
• Find out about ravens and why they are kept at the Tower of London.
• What is another name for a Yeoman Warder?
• Find out when Tower Bridge was built. How much older is the Tower of London?
• Imagine you are at the top of Tower Bridge. Describe what you can see.
• Find out how many plays Shakespeare wrote and which monarch ruled the country when he was writing.
• Why is the Globe Theatre in the shape of a circle?
• Why do you think the big wheel is called the London Eye?
• When was the London Eye built?
• Find out facts about Big Ben and what happens in the Houses of Parliament.
• What is meant by the Changing of the Guard?
• Who lives in Buckingham Palace?
• Design a crest for your own family.
• Find out about Harrods? What would you choose to buy from there?
• How do you think the lion feels about his day?
• What do you think Grandma is thinking when the children fall asleep?
• Draw up an itinerary for a visit to London, listing all the places you would like to visit. 
 - Locate the places on a map of London.
 - Using the internet, find out how much it would cost to visit the different features.
 - Decide whether you would travel from place to place by walking, using the tube or by bus.
 - Work out the cost of the whole day.
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Katie and the Dinosaurs
•  What can you learn about the Natural History Museum and the 

range of exhibits there?
•  Find out about the animal carvings on the outside of the  

museum building.
•  Design a poster for The World of the Dinosaurs at the Natural 

History Museum.
• Research and find out about three of the following:
 - A spiky dinosaur
 - A fishy dinosaur
 - A flying dinosaur
 - A horned dinosaur
 - A long dinosaur
• Find synonyms for frightening in a thesaurus that you could use to describe the dinosaurs.
• ABSOLUTELY NO ADMITTANCE WHATSOEVER
 - Act out and describe how you feel walking down a long, dark corridor. 
 - Imagine and describe what else might lie behind the door.
• In pairs, take the part of Katie and a dinosaur. Devise a conversation that you might have.
•  Collect the names of all the dinosaurs in the book. Find out the names of two more dinosaurs which are not 

mentioned in the book.
• Sort dinosaurs into groups:
 - Carnivores (meat eaters)
 - Herbivores (plant eaters)
 - Piscivores (fish eaters)
• Describe one of the scenes in the land of dinosaurs.
• Read the description of the Tyrannosaurus Rex when he first appears. Pick out the alliteration. 
•  Write your own short description about one of the dinosaurs, using alliteration to make your word picture 

more vivid.
•  Where do you think Katie will take Grandma at the end of the book? Describe what you think will  

happen next.
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Katie and the  
Impressionists

The Luncheon
•  Find out what luncheon means and devise a menu for your ideal 

luncheon.
• List all the flowers mentioned in the book. Find out what colours they are.
• List all of the colours you can see in The Luncheon.
• What do you feel is the mood of the painting?

A Girl With a Watering Can
• How is this painting different from The Luncheon?
• How do you think the little girl feels?
• Write a short play script for this part of the story about Katie, the girl and her mother and act it out.

A Field With Poppies
• List the main colours in A Field With Poppies. 
• Write thought or speech bubbles for the characters in the painting.
• Describe your perfect picnic:
 - Where is it?
 - What will you eat and drink?
 - Who is there with you?

Her First Evening Out
• Where is the evening out taking place?
• What is the atmosphere in this painting?
• How do you think you would behave if you suddenly found yourself on a stage in front of a huge audience?

The Blue Dancers
• Where do you think the dancers are and what are they doing?
• How has the author linked this paining with Her First Evening Out?
•  What do you think the author means when Katie says: 

‘I wonder if I would have been painted if I had stayed still long enough.’

General
• Which is your favourite painting in this story, and why do you like it better than the others?
• Find out about another artist who was an Impressionist and choose a painting by the artist to talk about.
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Katie and the British  
Artists
The Cornfield
•  Look carefully at the scene, at both the foreground and the  

background. What different things can you see in the painting?
• What skills do you think you need to have to be a good shepherd?

Rain, Steam and Speed
•  What colours are used in this painting and what can you see in the picture? Can you see a small animal 

running ahead of the train?
• Tell this part of the story as if you were one of the passengers on the train.

Whistlejacket
• Describe the differences and similarities between this painting and Rain, Steam and Speed.
• How do you think the horse is feeling? What reasons may have caused him to feel this way?
• Try drawing a horse too.

The Painter’s Daughters Chasing a Butterfly
• Add thought bubbles to The Painter’s Daughters, showing what they might be thinking.
• Why do you think that Ben finds it very hard to draw?

The Fighting Temeraire
• Does this painting remind you of any of the other paintings you have seen in this book? If so, why?
• Why do you think the painting is called The Fighting Temeraire?
• What sort of mood do you think the artist was trying to capture in the painting?

General
• Hot seat Grandma to find out more about her and what she thinks.
• Which is your favourite painting, and why?
•  Find out about the different artists on the last page of the book and see if you can find other paintings  

created by them on the internet.
•  What sort of job do you think you would like to do when you are older and what sort of skills do you think 

you would need?
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Katie in Scotland
•  Write a short play script for the first three pages of the book for 

the following characters: Katie, Jack, Nessie, Grandma.
• Find Scotland on a map of Britain.
• Locate Glasgow and Edinburgh on the map.
• List other monsters you have heard about.
• Discuss whether or not monsters exist.
•  Design your own monster and write a fact card detailing: habitat; 

length; weight; diet; behaviour; distinguishing features; lifespan.
•  Describe your arrival in Edinburgh on the back of a monster like Nessie: describe how you feel; what you 

can see; what you can hear.
•  Nessie likes the idea of living in a royal palace. Draw a design of where you would like to live.  

Label your diagram.
•  Do you know any stories of faithful pets, like Greyfriars Bobby? If not, try to find one on the internet  

which you can retell. Alternatively, make up a story about a faithful pet.
• List all the things you think of as being typically Scottish.
• Design a poster or leaflet to encourage people to visit Scotland.
• Research and learn a traditional Scottish dance and perform it in the classroom getting everyone involved.
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Katie and the Waterlily 
Pond
In the Woods at Giverny
• List the colours used in this painting.
•  What time of year do you think it is?  

Give reasons for your answer.

Bathers at La Grenouillère
• Compare this painting with In the Woods at Giverny. Which do you prefer and why?
• Where would you choose to be in this painting? Why?

The Rue Montorgueil, Paris 
• Locate Paris on a map of Europe.
• How is this painting different from the previous two paintings?
• What is a parade?
•  Think of an occasion when you might have a parade and decide what would be needed to make it  

successful.

Path Through the Poppies
•  What is different about this painting when you compare it with Bathers at La Grenouillère and The Rue 

Montorgueil, Paris?
•  Katie asks‘What could go wrong there?’ as she looks at the poppy painting. What other things might go 

wrong as Katie steps into the painting?
• Write a short story or play about this.

The Waterlily Pond
• Look carefully at the painting and list the colours used by the artist.
• How does this painting make you feel, and why?

General
• Which is your favourite painting in this story, and why?
• Find out about the artist, Monet. 
• What do you think are the most important things you have found out?
•  What subjects would you like to paint? Create a sketchbook of initial ideas over a month, drawing as many 

things as you can whenever you have the time. What was your favourite thing to draw?
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Katie and the Starry 
Night
The Starry Night
•  Find pictures on the internet which are similar to the stars in the 

painting: http://hubblesite.org/gallery 
• How would you describe the sky in the painting, The Starry Night?’
 -  Collect a list of words and turn them into a poem. A thesaurus will help you to choose a range of effective 

words.  Think about alliteration too!
 - You could create a shape poem.
• What would you do if you caught a falling star?

Vincent’s Chair
• What are the main colours that the artist uses in Vincent’s Chair? What materials do they represent?
• Why do you think Van Gogh chose to paint a picture of a chair?
• Paint your own chair using just three colours.

Noon
• What is another word for noon?
• Why do you think the people in the painting are asleep?
• What are the main colours used and how do they make you feel?

The Olive Grove
• What is an olive grove and why do the people need ladders?
• How is this painting different from the painting of the chair?
• Which colours have been used to paint the ground?

Fishing Boats on the Beach
• Look carefully at this painting and make four observations about it.
•  What do you notice about the text on the page when the characters all sail off in the boat? Why do you 

think the author has arranged it in this way?

General
•  Star constellations have different names. See if you can find the name of one constellation and map the  

pattern it makes in the night sky.
•  There are stories which tell you about the constellations. Can you find the story about your chosen  

constellation and retell it?
• Find out about the paintings and the artist on the last page in the book.
•  Van Gogh only sold one painting in his lifetime, but now his paintings achieve huge prices. Find out how 

much some of his paintings have cost when they have been sold at auction.
•  Which Van Gogh painting would you choose to buy if you had enough money? Why would you choose that 

particular one?
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Katie and the Mona Lisa
Mona Lisa
• Find synonyms for happy and sad.
• Discuss what makes you:
 -  Happy
 - Sad
• Choose one of these feelings, or both and compose a poem.

St George and the Dragon
• Find out about the legend of St George and the Dragon.
•  Write a short play script for the episode in the story when Katie and the Mona Lisa climb into the picture  

of St George and the dragon. You need the following characters: Katie, Mona Lisa, St George, the princess, 
the dragon.

• Act it out.

Primavera
• Why do you think the people are dancing in Primavera?
•  What colours would you use to paint a picture called Springtime? Why would you choose these particular 

colours?
• Create a springtime painting.

The Lion of St Mark
• What is special about the Lion of St Mark?
• Find out three facts about Venice and create and illustrate a fact card.
• Find out about other Italian foods and design a menu.
• Locate Venice on a map of Italy.
• What are the main colours in The Lion of St Mark?
• What is the mood of the lion?

An Angel with a Lute
• What are the main colours in An Angel with a Lute?
• Add a thought bubble to the painting to indicate what the angel is thinking and to suggest how he is feeling?
• Listen to different pieces of music and describe how they make you feel:
 - E.g. William Tell  - by Rossini
 - Peer Gynt – Morning – by Grieg
 - Night on a Bare Mountain – by Mussorgsky
 - Gnossienne No. 1 – by Satie

General
• At the end of the story, why is Katie’s smile a secret smile?
• Have you ever smiled a secret smile?
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General Questions
• What sort of things do you think the author, James Mayhew, finds interesting?
• What kind of girl is Katie? Use what happens in the stories to back up your opinion.
•  Would you like to go on an outing with Katie? Give reasons for your answer.
• Describe an outing that you go on with Katie and her Grandma and write a short story about it.
• What is Katie’s Grandma like? Use what happens in the stories to reinforce your view.
• Write about your ideal grandma:
 - What she looks like
 - What she’s interested in
 - How she behaves
• Find out about any art galleries or museums near you. Decide which one you would choose to visit and why.
•  Look at the website for the National Gallery and discover other paintings that you particularly like and give 

reasons for your choices. Find out about the artists and create a classroom gallery with information notices  
next to the paintings.

• Read E.V. Rieu’s poem, Paint Box. In pairs, prepare a performance of the poem.
• Paint the picture that the person in the poem requests.
•  List all of the colours you know. Using a thesaurus find out synonyms for these colours and use some of these 

words to create your own poem about painting. It could be in the form of a conversation, as in Paint Box.
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