
 

 

 
   
 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,       30th Nov 2020 
  
Christmas Holiday Travel 
  
Although cases in our local areas are generally decreasing, which is encouraging, 
we are still seeing a large number of positive cases in schools. As we at St John’s 
are aware of this, we are doing everything we can to encourage COVID-19 safe 
practises.   
 
London will go back into Tier 2 on 2 December and there are some useful NHS 
Tier posters that you might want to view to remind you of the ongoing 
restrictions. The guidance for full opening of schools has also been updated to 
reflect the move back to local restriction tiers, but there are no substantive changes 
for schools. 
  
As we are fast approaching the festive season and schools breaking up for a 2 
week holiday, I am inclined to write to you about potential holiday travel plans. The 
current COVID restrictions, which includes no non-essential travel, ends on the 2 
December. We are not anticipating that parents will still choose to take holidays 
during term time during the global pandemic, but we are advising you that in line 
with statutory guidance, absences due to holidays will not be authorised. If you are 
considering travelling abroad over the Christmas period, please be aware that the 
14 day quarantine period on your return is still currently in place, this may mean 
that your child is not able to be in school at the start of the new term.  
  
All children missed a significant amount of face to face teaching time because of 
the lockdown in March and every day in school now counts more than ever. We 
have planned learning in place for those children who are self-isolating however, 
this cannot replicate the experience and dynamics of in class teaching and we 
would expect you to take this into account when making your decision about any 
travel plans. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,                                           
 
 
 
Headteacher 
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