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A Moment of Collective Worship. 

Theme: Midsummer’s Day. 

Gathering: “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Hymn / Song / Music: Dear Lord and Father of Mankind.                                                         ‘Songs of Praise’ from St. Mary’s Collegiate Church, Warwick.    https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01kyzl0 

Reading: A Tearful Woman With a Reputation for Immorality Anoints Jesus and Finds Forgiveness.    -    Luke 7:36-50 

Something To Reflect On: 

24th. June is Midsummer’s Day. This seems a strange date to have Midsummer’s Day on as Summer actually only began 3 days earlier on 21st. June and the Summer Solstice. The 
Summer Solstice is when the sun is at its furthest away from the Equator, making it the longest day of the year. This time of the year has been marked annually since the Neolithic Era 
as Midsummer with lots of historic traditions and rituals celebrating the Summer; the sun and the light, warmth and life-giving power that the sun gives. Hundreds of people normally 
gather at Stonehenge each year at sunrise on the Summer Solstice to welcome the rising sun and watch the sun’s first rays shine into the heart of Stonehenge. This year, of course, 

people couldn’t gather physically due to the Coronavirus pandemic, although they were able to watch the occasion online as it was live streamed. 
Midsummer and the solstice were particularly important in Nordic communities where seasonal changes in sunlight are dramatic. The Vikings used the long days of Midsummer to 
benefit their lives in many ways and this included settling disputes. However some of the means in which they settled disagreements were not the most peaceful and didn’t always 

resolve conflict in the best way. 

The Christian faith teaches about the right way of settling disagreements with the value of forgiveness being at the heart of that. Jesus regularly taught about God being a God of 
forgiveness who loves each one of us and forgives us our sins when we truly say sorry to Him for them. We also need to try to extend that model of total forgiveness to people who 

do wrong to us and hurt us. This comes with us knowing that as humans we are flawed, we make mistakes and can do wrong to others ourselves. We must never shire away from 
saying “Sorry” to someone else when we have made a mistake. This small but powerful word can, in some situations, be difficult to say and truly mean, but that makes the apology 
given, all the more heartfelt. We need to be forgiven and we need to forgive. If we carry around unforgiveness towards someone, it is us who is not reconciled, complete and cannot 

heal. 
In our bible story, Jesus has teaching for each of us about forgiveness in what He say’s to the tearful woman sinner who has her many sins forgiven because she has shown much love. 
“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

 (Please see overleaf for an accompanying picture that can be displayed during this Collective Worship.) 

A Question To Think About: How have you managed to forgive someone who has hurt you?   Is there someone you need to say “Sorry” to?    How can you try to follow Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness in your life? 

Prayers: 

Closing Prayer: 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

Dear Father God, 
Bless us with the wonderful power of forgiveness.  We thank you for your everlasting love and unfailing forgiveness that you show to us as your children. 

Give each of us the grace to unconditionally forgive those who have done us wrong. 
Give us the strength to let go of any ill-will, to forgive ourselves of our own failings and sins, knowing that you have already individually forgiven us when we truly repent. 
Grant us your favour wherever we go, so that when we have done or do wrong to our brother or sister in the Lord, we may receive their forgiveness. 

We ask this through your Son’s name, Jesus Christ our Lord,    Amen. 

Sending Out: “God of hope, strengthen our hope; God of love, kindle our love so that, in a fragile world, we may be signs of the faith, hope, love which we share in Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
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